 
 
 

LAB USE PROTOCOLS 
· Keep your lab area clean at all times. Keep the common areas clean at all times. Limit your use of lab space. Anything left on common lab benches or shelves will be discarded or appropriated.  
 
· Label all of your materials, equipment, and supplies belonging to you, with your name, your project name, and the date. 
9 ANYTHING NOT PROPERLY LABELLED WILL NOT BE ACCOUNTED FOR IN CASE OF ANY OCCURRENCES. 
 
· Store all voluble and dangerous chemicals/samples APPROPRIATELY in order to avoid any incidences with the other personnel. 
 
· Label everything you put into lab refrigerators and freezers with your name, project name, date and what the item is. 
9 ANYTHING NOT PROPERLY LABELLED WILL BE DISCARDED. 
 
· You must move all samples from fridges and freezers to long-term storage facilities at the end of every month. 
9 DO NOT STORE SAMPLES IN THE LAB COMMUNAL FRIDGES AND FREEZERS FOR LONG-TERM PURPOSES. 
 
· You may rent long-term storage for supplies from the Mpala administrators. Otherwise, do not store any supplies in the lab long-term. 
 
· Appropriately discard your own sharps (broken glass, needles, blades) and hazardous materials (blood samples, chemicals). DO NOT place these in the regular trash. 
 
· DO NOT PLACE DEAD ANIMALS IN THE COMMUNAL FRIDGES OR FREEZERS. If you require collection of dead animals, you must store them in other refrigerator / freezer facilities. 
 
· Remove ALL materials from the lab bench and shelves when your project is finished. Clean your area with bleach and ethanol before you leave. Anything left on common lab benches or shelves will be discarded or appropriated. 
 
· Treat the communal-use equipment with respect, keep it clean, and always leave all of these things IN THE LAB. 

· ALWAYS inform the laboratory technician on any laboratory occurrences and laboratory needs in order to provide desired assistance and schedule all research activities properly.

· ALWAYS Wash your hands before you leave the lab.


· DO NOT change the voltages of a given machine whatsoever i.e., 110V machine plugged to a 240V supply source. ALWAYS CHECK POWER RATINGS.

· DO NOT open doors whether inside or outside the lab with gloves.

· DO NOT eat or drink while in the laboratory.

· DO NOT work with chemicals until you are sure of their safe handling. This includes some awareness of their flammability, reactivity, toxicity, and disposal.

· ALWAYS be aware of all the safety devices. Even though the institution and laboratory technician will take care of emergencies, you should know where to find the first aid kit, the chemical spill kit, the eye wash and the safety shower.


· Always have the appropriate consumables and apparatus check before analysis to carry out an assay fully.

· Always make sure the safety of your colleagues is top notch i.e., assisting if one is not using an equipment appropriately whether knowingly or unknowingly.


· Always make sure you’re in appropriate garment before entering the lab and while in the lab i.e., closed shoes, disposable PPE’s, lab coats, appropriate clothing.
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